Synthesis of histargin and related compounds and their inhibition of enzymes.
A novel method for the synthesis of histargin and its analogs is described. It includes two kinds of N-alkylation reactions that prevent the formation of side products. The inhibition of enzymes by these compounds was also measured. Some of the compounds strongly inhibited carboxypeptidase B, carboxypeptidase A, carboxypeptidase N (kininase I), and angiotensin converting enzyme.